THE  EMPIRE  AS  BURDEN AND  SUPPORT
tude of this plus must be arrived at from the volume
of military and economic assistance Great Britain as
the most important member country of the Empire
is likely to receive from the remaining member coun-
tries, less the military burden which has to be borne
by Great Britain in the defence of the Empire.
The burden of Empire defence which rests on Great
Britain in times of peace is small in relation to the
extent of the Empire and its riches. The Dominions
are responsible for their own defence. The remainder
of the Empire is defended by Great Britain with her
fleet, approximately 30 squadrons of aeroplanes on
overseas service and about 92,000 men. That is the
total strength of British troop units overseas.
The fact that an empire with a coloured population
of over 400 million souls can be held with such weak
military forces is a testimony to the brilliant British
administrative talent. Throughout the whole of the
British Empire, including all the Dominions, Great
Britain herself and all her military garrisons overseas,
there is a total standing army of only 444,000 men as
against a total population of almost 500 million souls.
Such a thing is possible because the British Empire
is not like the old Roman Empire, and has not to
be constantly defended against the insurrections of
oppressed peoples. The existence of the British Empire
is not being daily called into question from within.
With the exception of chronic skirmishing on the North-
West Frontier, the occasional religious and racial
troubles in India proper, and the present disturbances
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